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From the Editor 

The committee has decided to reintroduce the newsletter for all 

members to receive updates and enjoy some anecdotes of interest 

about Bridge. My role as the editor is to bring it all together and 

share information via this medium. I am no expert or journalist, a 

mere mortal, and will do my best to make it interesting and 

informative.  

 

Congratulations to nine of our members who played in the Country 

Championships in Bridgetown. It was a fabulous weekend with 

country hospitality, which compensated for the hard bridge for some 

of us!!! A full belly and lots of belly laughs helps the medicine go 

down!!!.  

 

A huge congratulations to John Whiting and Di Bishop teamed up 

with associate members Murray Weber and Kate Boston, and Rosie 

and John Lill and Pip and Barry Witham on their great successes in 

winning and being runners up in the very competitive team event on 

Sunday.  

 

Players came from Albany, Denmark, Mandurah, Busselton, 

Bunbury Kalgoorlie and Bridgetown clubs to name a few. Playing in 

these congresses can be challenging but is a great experience to help 



improve and learn more about this fabulous game of Bridge. We urge 

you all to give it a go next time! 

 

Thanks to all the following for their contribution to the Autumn 

newsletter and, if you have any information you would like shared 

through the newsletter, please email me at jagoyder@gmail.com or 

0430372111 Enjoy. Jenny Shaw 

 

From the President Barry Witham 

Welcome to this, our first newsletter for 2019. A big thank you to 

Jenny Shaw for offering to bring it together to help keep our 

membership informed about club activities. 

 

“Get well soon” and best wishes to Margaret Nixon and John King 

who we hope will both be back with us at the bridge table swiftly.  

Many thanks to Jane Moulden who recently retired from the Bridge 

Club Committee to concentrate on her commitments to Zonta. Jane 

has done much for our club and we will miss her experience and 

knowledge about all things Bridge. 

 

Your new committee has started the year well and have all been 

involved in projects to improve our experience at the club. New name 

badges are being investigated, new side tables for Busselton are on 

the way and storage improvements in Dunsborough are some of the 

issues addressed. 

 

Congratulations to Margaret Nixon for her work with people wishing 

to learn the game of Bridge, as a club we must find ways of fostering 

as many of these people to continue with the game and hopefully to 

join our club. 

Supervised play sessions and mentoring, or “buddy” play are some of 

the options to consider. 

 

Have you heard about the Elvis Presley coup? 

It’s when your left hand opponent leads from his/her A-Q to your K-

x.  

The King is no longer dead! 
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Bridge Lessons with Margaret Nixon 

I offered lessons to anyone wanting to learn bridge, expecting to 

manage 2 or 3 tables, and teach at home. Suddenly there were 

enough for 8 tables! I cut it off there, but in the end I had a couple 

of more players, which was not a problem.  

 

I requested help from club members, as I felt I could not help all 

those beginners myself. So MANY THANKS  to all those wonderful 

people who have turned up to help. 

We have been lucky to use the Country Club free of charge, as many 

of the learners are members there.  

 

Since the lessons, we have continued to offer playing sessions each 

Thursday. I think most of the students have enjoyed the experience. I 

have stressed that it is a GAME, and that one keeps learning new 

things about it for the rest of one’s life. That is true, isn’t it?? 

 
 

Future events 

 

Pairs Championship 

Sunday 26 May 2019 9.15 am for 9.30 start 

Director Bruce Penaty 

Cost $20 

Normal Tea and coffee , Bring lunch to share, pizza 

and wine to share afterwards 

Lots of prizes! 

 

 

 

Directors note from John Lill 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Vale-Els Earp, thanks to and Avril Elkerbout  

Eleanor Slee 

 

From Eleanor Slee 

Although Els had played many card games she had never learnt 

bridge. 

I was playing bridge at the time and she wanted to learn. On a trip 

across the Nullabor she insisted I taught her to play!! All she learnt 

was it’s windy there and cards get blown everywhere.!!! 

 

When Els returned from her trip she went to classes run by Jane 

Moulden (you taught her well Jane I was often reprimanded when 

we played together with “but Jane told us .......”) Els was hooked and 

when she got tired of waiting to “fill in” for the Thursday group, 

Bridge and Barons, she decided to form another Thursday group 

Queens and Jacks. 

 

Els and I became partners playing at the club.  She would pick me 

up in their latest 4wheel drive with strict instructions to park in the 

shade. Shade at the country club? Later at the Family Centre Els had 

her “Own” parking space and pity help anyone who parked there. 

 

It was a great sadness for Els when she realised she was unable to 

play bridge anymore. She loved it so much. And it was a great 

sadness for her fellow bridge players as well. 

 

From Avril Elkerbout 

 

Els was determined to master bridge, so much so that after three 

lessons with Jane Moulden, she told Eleanor Slee that it wasn’t so 

difficult and that she was on top of it! About twelve months later, 

she became a passionate bridge player and would walk across 

burning coals for a game and once again, started her own group, 

Queens and Jacks. 

Els loved her friends, was fiercely loyal and loved a party- a glass of 

red or bubbles at the end of the day was her idea of heaven as the 

sun went down.  



Els was diagnosed with Mesothelioma in December 2017. She 

tackled her illness with courage and dignity, like everything she did 

in life. She was 78 when she died. 

 

 

 

 

And finally from the editor….. 

 

This guy who loves to psyche is playing in a two session pair 

game with his favorite partner. He is psyching like mad and 

most of them are not working. After the session his partner tells 

him that he doesn't want to play the second session if this 

psyching continues. 

  

The guy, not wanting to lose his favorite partner, promises not 

to psyche in the next session. In fact, he says, "If I psyche I will 

give you $20.00 each time I psyche. " This sounds okay to his 

partner, so they begin to play the second session. Near the end 

of the session, the psycher, on his best behavior, sits down 

against a guy he really hates. The psycher is the dealer. He 

pulls out a 20.00 bill and hands it to his partner saying: 

Here's that twenty dollars I owe you; one spade! 


